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TINA JASKOLSKI

Tina Jaskolski is an assistant professor of sustainable development at the School of Sci-

ences and Engineering at the American University in Cairo (AUC).  Jaskolski also teaches 

for the master of sustainable development degree program and has previously taught at 

the Institute of Gender and Women’s Studies. She holds a Ph.D. from the Australian National 

University in Human Geography. Jaskolski has carried out research on sustainability and 

education, governance and community development in Australia, Indonesia, Germany and 

Egypt. Since joining AUC in 2006, Jaskolski has worked on a large number of community 

-based research and development projects, fostering sustainability, sustainable resource 

use, renewable energy, waste management and water conservation.   

MARIAM DAWOUD

Mariam Dawoud is a project manager of the “Integrating Community Development and Stu-

dent Learning through Rooftop Farming Research and Outreach” funded by the U.S. For-

est Service International Programs. She holds a Master’s degree from the Brandenburg 

University of Technology Cottbus-Senftenberg Germany in Heritage Conservation and Site 

Management. Dawoud has linked her educational background with environmental sustain-

ability by carrying out research on environmental sustainability and education, heritage and 

environment sustainability, and community development in different community clusters in 

Egypt. Since joining the American University in Cairo in 2017, Dawoud has worked on differ-

ent types of community based research and development projects, urban rooftop farming, 

waste management, water conservation, and sustainable resource use.
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ABDALLAH TAWFIC

Abdallah is an Architect, Environmentalist and Urban Farmer. He works at the German In-

ternational Cooperation (GIZ) under the Participatory Infrastructure Project in Urban Areas 

(PIP) and he is also the cofounder of Urban Greens Egypt, a startup aiming to promote the 

concept of Urban Agriculture in Cairo. He is also a Consultant for the United States Forest 

Service (USFS) International Program, working to support urban forestry related projects 

implemented in Egypt and the MENA region. Abdallah is also a frequent writer for the online 

magazine “The Nature of Cities”.

KRISTINA BELL

Kristina is a program manager with the U.S. Forest Service International Programs Office 

in Washington, D.C. She works on the Africa and Middle East team, managing programs in 

Egypt, Ethiopia and the West Bank. She focuses on community-based environmental devel-

opment, and seeks to develop mutually beneficial partnerships across the region. Prior to 

joining the International Programs Office, she worked at the Forest Service headquarters 

office to help develop and implement a program around engaging youth and veterans in pub-

lic lands conservation and stewardship. She has a Master’s degree in Public Administration 

and  a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration from Fordham University. 

GRACE SWANSON

Grace is a program manager with the U.S. Forest Service International Programs Office, 

where she manages activities in Lebanon, Rwanda, and Kenya. Prior to joining the Forest 

Service in 2016, she resided in Amman, Jordan, where she worked for a local development 

agency, designing and implementing environmental, cultural heritage, and refugee support 

programs in rural areas. Grace holds a B.A. from Loyola University Chicago in International 

Studies, and is studying for her M.Sc. from the University of Birmingham in International 

Development (Conflict, Security, and Development). 


